Getting Your Name on the Net

Establishing a presence for your business on the web is an important step in growing and
advertising your business. Customers, potential customers and business partners enjoy the
convenience and speed of the web offers in their efforts to find out about you, your business and
the products and/or services you offer. And, a web presence can save you a ton of time
returning phone calls, distributing brochures and marketing information and even selling goods
and services making you more productive and your business more profitable.

But for the uninitiated, establishing a web presence can be a complex endeavor. We thought
we’d outline the first—and most basic step—you’ll need to take to get your business on the “net”
- establishing a Domain Name.

What is a Domain Name Anyway?

Simply put, a domain name is your company’s address on the Internet. It points to a specific IP
(Internet) address on a host server (which you will establish later with your web hosting
provider) . So yourcompany.com would point to an IP address that might be something like
200.0.0.2. The “com” portion of the domain name is the “second level” domain name illustrates
the purpose of the organization of entity on the net—com = commercial, org = non-profit
organization, net = network, biz = business, gov = government, edu = educational, etc. All
domain names must be unique and must be registered through ICANN (Internet Corporation for
Assigned Names and Numbers) accredited registrars.

How Do | Get a Domain Name?

Before you attempt to establish a domain name, think about what you want users to type in to
reach your business. If your business is Mary’s Multimedia, you might want marysmedia.com or
marysmedia.biz or marysmultimedia.com or marysmm.com. After you’ve thought about what
you want your domain name to be, you’ll have to check to ensure that the name hasn’t already
been taken by someone else. You can usually do this through web hosting providers (like
Hostway, Verio, Microsoft bCentral, and many others) as well as VeriSign. All of these companies
include a page on their web site where you can type in the domain name you desire and check to
see if the name is available. If it’s not, many of the web sites will suggest alternative names
that are available.

Once you’ve come up with an available Domain Name, you’ll have to register it. You can do this
again, through the web hosting providers and VeriSign. Pricing for Domain Name varies widely as
and is also dependent upon the term of the registration (1 to 10 years) and the additional
services you decide to include with the registration, but you should expect to pay anywhere from
$6.95 per year up to $59.95. (Additional services can include email boxes and the ability to keep
the personal/business information you entered when you registered your domain name private.)
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Once you’ve decided on the term and services you want to include, you simply fill our the
registration form on the web site, hand over your credit card information and you’re the owner.
Most registrars will include a “park™ or “under construction” page with your registration, so that
folks who try to find you and your business on the web will get a web page letting them know
that your web site is “on the way”.

You’ll then receive confirmation from the registrar and the information you and your web
hosting provider will need later when you establish your web site.

You’ve established your Domain Name—and you’re ready for the next step—constructing your
web site! We’ll take a brief look at your options next month!
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